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Big changes for Farmers Markets
Yesterday Sue-Ellen attended meeting of Canterbury  Farmers’ market managers . The Association has put forward a proposal to certify markets as Authentic Farmers’ Markets. To qualify as an authentic Farmers Market 80% of producers must sell what they grow/source locally; artisan products must be made from local ingredients (i.e. coffee using locally roasted beans etc) Only 20% of stalls can be non complying. Everything sold at the market is to come from the defined region.  Each market is being asked to assess what they want to do. Unfortunately the deadlines are tight. By the end of June the Association wants a response and if 50% of markets agree to the new changes it will be funded by Buy Kiwi Made (signage advertising etc).
If we do implement the changes it will mean that each stall that satisfies the criteria will become a certified market stall and each market will also receive certification.

So that we can figure out what we would like to do we are proposing that we all get together on Wednesday June 17th over a meal. Rather than being at a restaurant we thought we will ask Ground to cater and we will hire a venue in Lyttelton for us to eat and discuss this new proposal. There will be a 
 small charge per person to cover food. Further to this newsletter Sue-Ellen will forward you the documentation that came from the meeting yesterday so you all have plenty of time to see the proposals that are being put forward. 
Plastic Bag Phase Out
Great to see more of you are converting to paper or biodegradable bags for customer carry bags. Don’t forget the phase out date for ordinary bags will be August 2009.
Rack Card
Finally organisers have had a rack card designed to promote the market. This will be available at the Lyttelton Information Centre and can be used to promote the market at various events and functions that we attend.
Market Finances
2008/09 has been another good year for Project Lyttelton fundraising. The Farmers Market made a surplus of $23,824. The surplus was used to fund our Volcano Radio programme $1320, a new truck plus operating expenses $2373, the community van $448, the community garden $1235, a communications project $2240, honorariums for Wendy and Margaret $5100 (this covers some of our costs for the work we do respectively as Chair, Secretary and Treasurer and includes functions such as administration and strategic planning), overhead costs of $4062 and the balance has been set aside to fund an upgrade of the community building
Festival of Lights

The Festival of Lights is about to descend on Lyttelton township again. This year the festival runs from 5-14 June. The Farmers Market will be advertised during the festival. If you’d like to participate in festival activities the key dates are 5 June  Masquerade Ball and 12 June  the Winter Street Party. For more information see www.lyttelton.net.nz
If you can’t make it

If you aren’t going to be able to attend the market please either notify the person who collects the stall fees or call Sue-Ellen at 328 9243 (office) or 328 9260 (home) no later than Friday evening. 
Contact number for market on day is: 0210 2742227. 
Email: office@lyttelton.net.nz
www.lytteltonfarmersmarket.co.nz
