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Farmers Market News Items
Sue-Ellen went to the Farmers Market conference in Blenheim and had a great weekend listening to a range of speakers and of course enjoying a delicious array of local foods.
Key issues discussed were authenticity of markets and the Buy Local Campaign that has attracted funding for the promotion of farmers markets around the country.
There is a big effort on behalf of the Association to make Farmers Markets be as authentic as possible. The Farmers Market Association has adopted the following guiding principles
Markets should have at least
80% local produce stalls.
Local produce stalls are defined thus: 

Local farmer / grower stall. 
A stall from which a primary producer sells fresh produce which they have grown or farmed themselves. In addition they may sell value added products made from their own or other local produce. 

Local value added product stall 

A stall from which an artisan food producer sells added value food products made from local ingredients. Sugar, salt, pectin or other ingredients used to preserve or conserve local primary produce are permitted.  
In both cases Local means from within the regional boundaries established by individual farmers’ markets. For the Lyttelton Farmers Market this means the 100 kilometre boundary that we created in our original charter.
This parameter provides our market with lots of challenges. How many truly local produce stalls do we have? Do we comply with the 80% rule?  
Another big issue for farmers markets is to develop the national network. The Association has been successful in getting government funding to promote the Buy Local initiative. This funding however relies on dollar for dollar matching. At the conference, market representatives agreed to pay a levy to the association. This means our market now pays $1 per stall each week to the national body for further development. 
Social Event
           [image: image2.jpg]



Seems ages ago now but the social night at She Café in June was such a good evening. Thanks to those of you who attended. The lovely thing about our market is we are all such good friends. 

Stallholder Meeting
Time to start making some plans for the summer operations of the market. We’d like to have a stallholder meeting after the market on Saturday September 27th.
We need to discuss what new spaces can be made for produce sellers, issues from the conference and any other issues you may have. We feel most things are running well. The wet weather policy seemed to work well from our point of view.
Rod Lawrence, Project Lyttelton’s Development Manager would also like to visit so we can have a discussion on the development of more promotional material. 
New Map & Information Centre

Lyttelton has a new tear off map of township. We have included the Farmers Market in this publication. This will help Visitors find us a little more easily. Our Information Centre is now running as a stand alone facility and we think it will be a great place to promote the Farmers Market. Take a look at our new centre just next to the public toilets.

If you can’t make it

If you aren’t going to be able to attend the market please either notify the person who collects the stall fees or call Sue-Ellen at 328 9243 office or 328 9260 home no later than Friday evening. 
Contact number for market on day is: 0210 2742227. 

Email: office@lyttelton.net.nz
www.lytteltonfarmersmarket.co.nz
